
First Fruits | July 2025 | www.firstlutheran-christtheservant.org 1 

 

 

July 2025 
Volume 29, Number 7 

Worship Ministry 

Vacation Bible School – 2025 

 The week after Father’s Day at First Lutheran Church was fantastic, 39 
kids, 7 youth helpers, and 18 adults walked together in Vacation Bible School.  
Four young adults from Lutheran Lakeside Camp provided leadership – Bible 
Study, Crafts, Games, and Music were all led and organized by the camp staff.  
There was never a quiet moment around the church from 8:45 am to 1:15 pm – 
kids were laughing, singing, playing drums, praying, and sharing the joy of the 
God’s grace. They played in water and went to Homestead, the Assisted Living 
Center to sing.  It was an awesome week full of joy and blessings. 
 We have many people to thank for making the week a huge success:  
Denny & Patty Bisgard for opening their home on West Lake to house the 
Lakeside Staff; Ashley, Madi, Rasmus, and Simon from Lakeside Camp for 
leadership; Deb Clark & LuAnn Mosbach for their wisdom and guidance in 
administrating the week: Morgan & Jensen Peters, Ava and Kate Krutsinger; 
Camden McCurdy, Aislin Carroll, and Romen Narber for being youth helpers all 
week; and Fay Utesch, Linda Jurgens, Paula Russo, Rod & Gayle Bortz, Dave & 
Lana Kuball, Jean Heston, Marleen Oxenreider, Susan Seuferer, and Kary Blunk 
for all the food they prepared for the kids (and the kids ate  like it was never 
ending and truly the best food ever); and finally Linda Comstock, Kary Blunk, 
Jean Heston, Rae Luehring, Angie Dachenbach, and Karen Kray for baking lots of 
cookies.  Everyone made the week truly a week to remember, and we thank all 
of them for their outstanding contribution.   
 We hope you enjoy some of the pictures of this week and pray that the 
young people might remember this week as a very special journey with their 
Lord! 

 

JULY 20 – AUGUST 17 
AT FLC 

    On the third Sunday of 
July & August, outdoor 
worship is being planned on 
the west side of First 
Lutheran on the 
large cement pad to begin 
at 9 am.  Please bring your 
lawn chairs.  
    On July 20, stay for 
fellowship with cinnamon 
rolls following the service. 

QUIILTS FOR THE ALTAR 
If you are interested in 
providing a quilt for the 
altar for two weeks from 
September 7 through 
November 9, there is a sign 
up sheet available at both 
churches. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY!! 

The radio broadcast of Pastor 
Hutton’s  sermons is an ongoing 
ministry of First Lutheran and Christ 
the Servant.  Ways to listen at 10:30 
am each Sunday morning: 

KIIC Radio—96.7 FM (Albia) 

kiicradio.com—website  
(Click on “Listen Live”) 

If you miss Sunday, catch it as a 
podcast on church’s website! 

Broadcast Sponsors: 
July 6:  Susan & Mark Muehlenthaler 
July 13: Duane & Patti Dredske in 
honor of their grandchildren's 
birthdays 
July 20: Denny & Patti Bigard in honor 
of their 50th wedding anniversary 
July 27: Mark & Rhonda White in 
honor of their 46th wedding 
anniversary 

RADIO  

BROADCAST  

ONLY 4 SUNDAYS AVAILABLE TO SPONSOR FOR 2025!  With two members in 
care facilities, the broadcast brings our worship to those, plus we have listeners all 

across southern Iowa.  If you would like to sponsor a broadcast for 2024, please call 
the church office.  Sponsorships are $35.   

641-774-4875  Thank you! 

Discipleship Ministry 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ANNA & AMIR NAYERI 

on the birth of Aurelia Dehghan Nayri on Friday, 

May 23.  Aurelia weighed 7 lb 4 oz. and was 19 

1/2” long.  Gayle and Rod 

Bortz are the proud 

grandparents! 

Dan & Ronda Morrett 
9543 W. 109th Street S 
Prairie City, IA  50228 
 

Anna & Amir Nayeri 
25119 W. 150th Terrace 
Olathe, KS  66061 

BLESSING OF 4-H & FFA PROJECTS AND EXHIBITORS will be on Sunday, July 

13 during worship at both First Lutheran and Christ the Servant.   Exhibitors 

can choose to bring a project, wear a 4-H or FFA shirt, or just come for the 

blessing!  Lucas County Fair is July 17-22 and Wayne County is July 21-28. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SUSAN SEUFERER AND 

MARK MUEHLENTHALER.  They were united in 

marriage at First Lutheran Church on June 22, 

2025 in the presence of their children and 

grandchildren. 
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BREAKFAST GALS will meet at 8 am on Tuesday, July 8 at Hardees. 
 

“SHARING THE WEIGHT” BLANKET MAKING will take place on 
Tuesday, July 8 from 9 am-3 pm at CTS. 
 

KNIT & CROCHET GROUP will meet on Wednesday, July 9 at 1:30 pm 
at First Lutheran. 
 

THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA will gather on Thursday, July 10, at 1 pm at 
Kary Blunk’s home.   
 

LAPLANDERS QUILT GUILD AT CTS will meet on Monday, July 14 
beginning at 2 pm. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, Jully 14 at 6:30 pm at FLC. 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP AT FLC on Sunday, July 20 at 9 am with 

cinnamon roll fellowship following the service. 

LUTHERAN ADULT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Sunday, July 20, at 
5 pm.  Paula Russo & Lonna Wantland will host.  Please bring a food 
item to share. 

ON THE VINE 

Stewardship Ministry  
2025 CLUSTER 9 WELCA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE in the 

office.  An applicant must be a female member associated with a Cluster 9 

church and be accepted for enrollment at a post-secondary institution for the 

2025-26 school year.  Deadline is August 31, 2025.  For applications and 

scholarship procedures, contact Susan at the office. 

NOISY OFFERINGS ! 

Please  bring 

your loose 

change to church 

and “noisily” 

deposit it in the 

pot!!  Offerings 

July through November at 

First Lutheran will go to 

needy families.  Offerings 

December through August at 

Christ the Servant will go to 

Wayne School needs. 

JULY IS CONDIMENTS & BAKING MONTH at the Ministries Center. 

Examples would be ketchup, mustard, oil, mayo, salad dressing, pickles, 

sugar, flour, baking soda, baking powder, cornstarch, and cocoa.  Thank 

you!   Please consider helping with 

this ministry! 

 

 

 

JULY MEETING WILL BE HELD 

AT KARY BLUNK’S HOME ON 

THURSDAY, JULY 10 AT  1 PM 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP 
CALENDAR is available in 
the office.  Please contact 

Susan for possible dates to 
provide flowers for the 

altar. 
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Holding Hands!  Isn’t it wonderful to walk with another person hand in hand - chatting, 
seeing life through someone else’s eyes - realizing that someone else cares enough about us to 
make us special? 

 Jesus walked the lonely pathways of Palestine years ago encountering people where they 
were (in the big city, along the river bank, at wayside inns, and in quiet places).  Wherever Jesus 
walked and with whomever he talked, the grace of God came alive.  In Jesus we witness the love 
and forgiveness of a gracious God, who cares so much about us, that he is willing to walk where 
we walk, listen to our thoughts, and then offer his blessings at some of the most amazing times 
in life.  One of the most wonderful gifts in our life is the love we receive from another person. 

 I still get “ducky bumps” when I see a young couple walk down the street holding hands, 
laughing and chatting, celebrating the joy of a date.  It seems to me that the young, the middle 
aged, and the mature all enjoy the wonder of love, sharing life’s journey with another.   

 As Jesus came not to condemn the world but to save it, he was willing to give his life that 
we might experience new possibilities each and every day.   It is amazing how Jesus, through his 
own personal journey, allows us to see and experience new possibilities in our own personal 
journey.  In the love of Almighty God, we find new opportunities each day to share that love with 
someone else.  Jesus said “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.”  Our neighbors see and experience the love of God in the words and deeds we share 
with each other. 

 As I write today, there are 31 children in VBS laughing, singing, studying God’s word, and 
meeting new friends.  What a joy and blessing to see the young people so excited about a walk 
with a loving God. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his little book “The Cost of Discipleship” helps us understand that 
grace (the undeserved love of God) is not cheap, it calls for personal commitment and 
involvement.  For Bonhoeffer that meant: - living what he wrote, - faith manifested in action, - 
persecution faced with courage and perseverance.  He understood sanctification (growing in 
grace) as being part of the Body of Christ and encouraged us to avoid being a "lone wolf" 
Christian, rather to see that our spiritual health is directly tied to the church.  A church in which 
we care about one another; a church that helps us understand how our relationship with Christ 
prods us to examine our relationships with each other. 

 And so I pray that each day you may experience, in walking hand in hand with each 
other, the presence and grace of Almighty God, who offers his hand to walk with you. 

 John in his first epistle writes: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. . . . This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us.” (1 Jn. 3:7-12) 

Blessings! 

       Pastor Dick 

Pastoral Pondering . . . . 
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July Baptismal 

Anniversaries 
 

During this month, we remember and give thanks for 
the baptisms of: 

7/ Carol Brown   7/19 Alena Umbenhower 
7/ Diane Lukavsky   7/22 Linda Schilling 
7/ Jamie Aulwes   7/24 John Harman 
7/1 Anne Kruse   7/27 Brad Krutsinger 
7/13  Barb Vogel  

    
Thanks be to Jesus for the saving waters of baptism! 

(In baptism, we all are made one in Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, neither 

Chariton nor Corydon! Are we missing your baptismal 

anniversary? Let us know! Tell us the story of your 

baptism!) 

Minutes and Reports 

Copies of recent meeting minutes and financial reports are available on site 
at both First Lutheran and Christ the Servant. At FLC, please look on the 
bulletin board outside the church office. At CTS, check the table by the 
windows on the lower level. 

 
 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS  

CORYDON 
7/8 Greg & Becky Harman 
7/25 Bill & Judie Miller 
7/27 Jennifer & Cole Goben  
 
 

CHARITON 

7/8 Chad & Stephanie Lukavsky 
7/9 Justin & Trish Sharp 
7/9 Clint & Amanda Smith 
7/14 Rod & Gayle Bortz 
7/15 Tim & Natalie McGee 
7/16 Mary Jo & Chris Fisher 
7/19 Dennis & Patti Bisgard 
7/19 Paula & Gene Wright 
7/21 Mark & Rhonda White 
7/24 Bethany & John Lahart 
7/29 Tom & Kim McGee 
7/30 Joe & Jenny Morrett  

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
First Lutheran Church, 
Thank you all for the money!  I will add it to my 
college savings.  God Bless ☺ 
—Kendall Watson 

 

CORYDON 
7/2 Linda Schilling 
7/3 Judie Miller 
7/6 John Forbes 
7/29 Lucas Harders 
7/29 George Harders 
7/30 Alice Thiel 
7/31 Cindy Thiel 
7/31 Lois Jacobsen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARITON 

7/2 Susan Seuferer    
7/4 Macy Wood 
7/5 Janice Goetsch 
7/8 Fred Wilker 

7/10 Dave Rich 
7/10 Evan Havick 
7/13 Rowyan Ballanger 
7/14 Brad Krutsinger 
7/15 Angelynne Coleman  

7/15 Maeve Shanks 
7/17  Connie Holland 

7/18 Dean Whaley 
7/19 Linda Comstock 

7/24 Dana Holland 
7/24 Jason Peters 

7/25 Kim Francisco 
7/25 Katie Williams 

7/28 Julie Goetsch 

7/31 Dalton Lukavsky  

the family of Dave Thompson who joined the 

Church triumphant on June 17.  Dave was a 

member at First Lutheran and the father of 

Ann Aulwes.  A private memorial will be held 

at a later date.  Memorials in Dave’s name 

may be directed to Exceptional Persons Foundation, PO Box 

4090, Waterloo, IA  50704 or First Lutheran Church. 


