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FIRST LUTHERAN MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES will be held NESD,

on Wednesday, April 2 and 9 with soup and sandwich supper & @
provided at 5:30 PM and worship at 6:30 PM. Thank you to all b
those who signed up to host the suppers! 4?/”

B <
A

Palm Sunday
April 13 - 9 AM
First Lutheran will celebrate with palms—youth gather in
Narthex and process into sanctuary

~ Hory WEEK

DUL

AR, — —
Maundy Thursday WORSHIP SCHE
April 17 - 6:30 PM
Special Joint Worship at
First Lutheran in Chariton

Good Friday
April 18 - 6:30 PM
Special Joint Worship at
Christ the Servant in
Easter Sunday Corydon
The Resurrection of Our Lord

April 20

Christ The Servant
9:30-10:45 AM—Easter Breakfast
11T AM — Corydon Worship

First Lutheran
7:30-8:45 AM—Easter Breakfast
9 AM—Festival Worship

CHARITON
EASTER
BREAKFAST
SIGN UP on
the table in
the Narthex.
There are TWO sign-up
sheets—one for those
willing to help with
breakfast and another for
those planning on
attending. Please sign up
so enough food is prepared!

EASTER LILY AT >
FIRST LUTHERAN \\XY‘
If you plan to %\

the sign up sheet is on the
table in the Narthex. You
may designate it as a

donate a lily for
Easter Sunday at
First Lutheran,

memorial or in honor of
someone. The list of names
will be printed in the Easter

MARCH 9-12, nine youth and eight adults enjoyed a trip to Branson.
They saw David at the Sights and Sound Theater, enjoyed ziplining, go-
carts, Top of the Rock, mini-golf and many other

activities.
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Discipleship Ministry

church and stay after to help! Please bring rakes, gloves, buckets, trimmers, leaf blower, shovels, or

OUTSIDE CLEANUP DAY AT FIRST LUTHERAN will be on Sunday, April 6. Wear your casual clothes to f
anything else you think might be needed to work outside. Many hands will make the work go fast.

LUTHERAN LAKESIDE CAMP

TRAVELING DAY CAMP, BE A SPARK!!
JUNE 16-19, 2025
= Mark these dates on your calendar for day camp
= sponsored by First Lutheran Church and provided
: by Lutheran Lakeside Camp staff. Camps will be for
: K-5th grade, open to the community, and held at
: First Lutheran. Programming will include music,
skits, arts and crafts, interactive Bible studies,
Egroup games, and more. Volunteers will also be
needed! Watch for more details and registration
: information in the coming months.

= Any youth who would like to attend a camp at

* Lutheran Lakeside? The Church Council will pay 100%
= of your camp stay! There are many different types

= of camps available throughout the summer. Pick up
= a 2025 camp schedule flyer from the holder under

: the windows in the Narthex. Let Susan in the office
= know and she will help you get registered!

=

Lutheran Lakeside Camp

ﬁ mltll !1 You are invited to Alpha Youth Group at First Lutheran! It will be held once each month through

“ %= May and September through December. Snacks and beverages will be provided. The April
” gathering will be on Wednesday, April 9. Please bring your friends—everyone is welcome!

FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY!!

RADIO
DO ADNC &CT
BROADCAST The radio broadcast of Pastor Broadcast Sponsors:
Hutton’s sermons is an ongoing April 6: Marleen Oxenreider in
ministry of First Lutheran and Christ memory of Alex Oxenreider
the Servant. Ways to listen at 10:30 April 13: Janice Goetsch in honor of
AM each Sunday morning: her confirmation on Palm Sunday 74
KIIC Radio—96.7 FM (Albia) yearsago ,
April 20: Friends in Des Moines area
kiicradio.com—website April 27: Rod & Gayle Bortz in honor
(Click on “Listen Live”) of her birthday

If you miss Sunday, catchit as a
podcast on church’s website!

ONLY 12 SUNDAYS LEFT FOR 20235!! With two members in care facilities, the broadcast
brings our worship to those, plus we have listeners all across southern Iowa. If you would like to
sponsor one of these broadcasts, please call the church office. Sponsorships are $35.
641-774-4875 Thank you!

2 First Fruits | April 2025 | www.firstlutheran-christtheservant.org



Stewardship Ministry

APRIL IS SNACK MONTH for the Ministry Center. Examples would be cake mixes, frostings, fruit snacks, Jell-O,
/

popcorn, pudding, cookies, etc. Thank you! Please consider helping with this ministry!
The Ministry Center also needs volunteers!
Ministry Center hours:
¢ ﬁ Open M/W/F 9:30-11:30 AM
: 410 S. 7th St.—774-8146
Salvation Army Assistance available during open hours. Don’t forget the blessing boxes found around town
can use donations, too!!

Our midweek Lenten offerings will be received at the door either
before or following worship. The offerings will be given to Lutheran
Lakeside Camp Ministries — Vacation Bible School here at First
Lutheran (June 16-19), Summer Camperships, Special project request
from Lutheran Lakeside, and a gift to Lutheran Lakeside Camp.

Please bring your loose

change to church and

“noisily” deposit it in the

pot!! Offerings April through

&% July at First Lutheran will go

%\ to Lutheran Lakeside Camp
equipment. Offerings

= December through August at Christ the

E Servant will go to Wayne School needs.

ON THE VINE =

FLC WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE will meet on Tuesday, April 1 at 10 AM.

Lutheran Lakeside Camp

N NS SN SN NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEER
U NN NS SN NN NN NN EEEEEEEE

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES at First Lutheran on Wednesday, April 2 and 9 with supper at 5:30 PM and worship
service at 6:30 PM.

FIRST LUTHERAN OUTSIDE CLEAN-UP DAY on Sunday, April 6 after worship service.

CTS WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE will meet on Monday, April 7 at 11 AM.

BREAKFAST GALS will meet at 8 AM on Tuesday, April 8 at Hardees.

“SHARING THE WEIGHT” BLANKET MAKING will take place on Tuesday, April 8 from 9 AM-3 Pm at CTS.
KNIT & CROCHET GROUP will meet at 1:30 PMm on Wednesday, April 9.

ALPHA YOUTH GROUP will be held on Wednesday, April 9, from 2-3 Pm for middle school and high school youth
and friends. Snacks and beverages will be provided.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA will meet at 2:30 Pm on Thursday, April 10.

LUTHERAN ADULT FELLOWSHIP will meet on Sunday, April 13, at 5 PM. Joann Narber and Joanne Fletcher will
host. Please bring a food item to share.

LAPLANDERS QUILT GUILD AT CTS will meet on Monday, April 14 beginning at 2 Pm.
COUNCIL AT FLC will meet at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 14.

CTS WORK DAY on Tuesday, April 15.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY on Wednesday, April 30 at 10 AM at First Lutheran.
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Pastoral Pondering . . ..

"Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; “and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head
and the other at the feet. "They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."''When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. " Jesus said to her,
"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said
to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away." ' 6Je§us said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means
Teacher). '"Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, 'l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your

God." (John 20:11-17)

Even though every Easter Sunday for the past 50 years or so I’ve stood up in one pulpit or another
to preach the gospel that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, I will inevitably do so feeling totally
inadequate to the task!

And not out of any sense of insecurity or reluctance to preach (you folks know me better
than that!) but rather out of a concern that any words I might have to say about the resurrection could not
possibly match up to the true glory of it! To quote Richard Lischer, professor of theology at Duke
Divinity School, our words “about resurrection require a thicker environment — one of... bread and wine,
a few trumpets, murmurs of greeting and shouts of joy, dazzling colors and most of all, three-dimensional
bodies of real people, including little boys in bow ties and women with fruit and flowers on their
hats. You don’t sit at a computer,” Lischer writes, “and tap out ‘Jesus is risen.” You perform it. The
church enacts it.”

Honestly, friends, when it comes to this incredible good news that we come proclaiming on Easter
— “Christ our Lord is risen today” — it just feels like something far beyond my ability to express in all of
its fullness! I’m reminded here of the story of the Sunday School teacher who had just finished telling
her third graders the story of Easter; beginning with how Jesus was crucified and then placed in a tomb
with a great stone sealing the opening. And then, wanting to build up excitement and the utter surprise of
the resurrection for those kids, the teacher asked, “And what do you think were Jesus’ first words when
He came bursting out of the tomb alive?” Immediately a hand shot up into the air, and fairly well leaping
out of her chair, this little girl shouted out, “I know, I know! She said, ‘TA-DA!’”

That’s what I need, you see, on Easter Sunday morning: the proper “ta-da!”
The fact is, it seems to me that Easter demands from all of us far more than simply our “worship as
usual,” because on Easter we know once and for all that in Jesus Christ has overcome the powers of sin
and death, freeing us to live with hope and promising us life! And “not just life after death, but full life,
divinely inspired life, life in the here and now.” This is a day that calls for unbridled joy: Christ is risen,
he is risen indeed, and that requires from us nothing less than festive proclamation of good news and
unending shouts of alleluia!

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!
ALLELUIA!

Paston Dick

First Fruits | April 2025 | www.firstlutheran-christtheservant.org



Re:Newed

Bwt;w.n

IN THE NAME
OF THE

April Baptismal Y ATHER )
. . I &~y

Anniversaries | l[qu RIT,

During this month, we remember

and give thanks for the baptisms of:

4/3  Christina Umbenhower  4/16 Duane Bedford

4/4  Kent Storm 4/16 Maggie Nichols

4/4  lan Luehring 4/16 Tracy Shanks

4/7  Nicole Brown 4/21 Rowyan Ballanger

4/7  Zach Fisher 4/22  Troy Trzpuc

4/8  Kate Krutsinger 4/23  Shari Harders

4/10 Joseph Morrett 4[24  Axel Cunningham

4/11  Linda Comstock 4[24  Blaze Cunningham

4/11  Allison Krutsinger 4[25  Trayton Brown

4/11  Bradley Sobotta 4/27  Julie Horstmeier

4/13  Dave Kuball 427  Camden Helbing

4/14 Angie Dachenbach 4/28  Joanne Aulwes

4[/14 Laura Wilson 4/29  Anna Nayeri

Thanks be to Jesus for the saving waters of baptism!

(In baptism, we all are made one in Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, neither
Chariton nor Corydon! Are we missing your baptismal
anniversary? Let us know! Tell us the story of your

baptism!)

. ° . e
THANK YOU

I First Lutheran Church—We thank you for your recent

" contribution to Counting Sheep. Our organization is a

_ community volunteer group that makes and delivers

I beds to children in the area that do not have a bed.

= We have delivered 62 beds in the 13 months of doing

| this. The bed includes a wooden bed, mattress,

" mattress pad, sheets and usually a home made quilt.

e operate completely on volunteer labor and

" financial support. We thank you for your contribution,

. this will help get children in this area off the floor and

| in a bed. Thank you—Counting Sheep, Larry Lamb

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
CORYDON

4/4  Maverick Goben . @V

4/14  Ann Sipma HAPPY

4/25  Camden Helbing . HOAY®

CHARITON
4/2 Ben Morrett 4/19  Bethany Lahart
4/10  Logan Shore 4/23  Kay Tighe
4/11 Evan Wood 4[24  Courteney McCurdy
4/12  Marleen Oxenreider 4/25 Julie Stansbery
4/12  Justin Sharp 4[26  Gayle Bortz
416 Kary Blunk 4/26  Dan Morrett
4/17  Karen Wilker 428  Max Kuball
4/17  Rusty Stansbery 4/30  Karen Kray
419  Ben Wantland
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
CORYDON
4/10  George & Shari Harders e
CHARITON Tl

4/2 Allison & Brad Krutsinger s
4/25 Jim & Lori Moore

| ADULT BIBLE STUDY AT FIRST |
»  LUTHERAN will resume on RICKXV‘A%I‘«LEN .
I Wednesday, April 30 at 10 AM. S I
= The bible study is on “Created to -
I Dream” by Rick Warren. Treats Created |
* and coffee are provided. Focus Q/’%ﬁ&//"‘/ .
| willbe on pages 71-87. Everyone I
i is welcome! T i

MANY, MANY THANKS to all who have helped keep the
church sidewalks free of ice and snow at First Lutheran and
Christ the Servant this winter. Your help with this ministry is
greatly appreciated by all!

Thank you for your gift of food stuff for the Food
Pantry. The needy of Lucas County as well as the
volunteers who work to distribute it fairly appreciate
all the gifts that allow it to happen!

—ICC of Lucas County

E IF YOU WISH TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS, gy,

= let the office know. We will no longer have a g
= flower chart hanging in the hallway. 2 T

Minutes and Reports

Copies of recent meeting minutes and financial reports are
available on site at both First Lutheran and Christ the Servant. At
FLC, please look on the bulletin board outside the church office.
At CTS, check the table by the windows on the lower level.
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